JE WAR OF SOCIETY'S THRE
‘By Cholly Knickerbocker.

Z N Thursday Miss Graee Ballard, a very tall, stonning looking girl, will
( have o eoming-out danee. given her by ber mother, Mrs Frederick

B iz as morule, but little to record of the plans of seciety for
Aristias wweek, but this year, for a change. sovicty eill devote
wsl of the “peace on carih” seazon to watching gome very in-
¢ aovial sipnallites among themaelves—details of which are here
i

(ew York

Soclety just now Is In n very
pecaliar state mixup, 1
hnve nlinded to the subject of

of

#-sets on a previous occasion.
Five =sets now bave been ar-
A mnd of ihese dve three clnim 1o De the only exclusives. Now and

inment of another, bhut thuat
In a strange garret.

B eiber of ane set is seen at the
i Bs) AF the simile moy be pards

like a rat

-
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Bt seuy the Unek whl be zo0 matked that members of one set will ab-
JF dapore memberts of the other. The dars of large genpral donces dre

Mys. Astol's retiremene from the Assembly wus Its death blow, Tt
pie pottering for sonte thme, bat when, Jast pear, It was whispered that
ulit gn the way of the Patriarche, Mes, Cadwallnder Jones becianie very
e, and did Misd Whitye Both these ladles repregent o con-
ke Fleinent of soelety, avd woul lke to have b kept up on the aold
onal Hnes when New York was much smallor.  Bat It Iy bnjpossible,
dre. Adtor, sirtgeling amlahly with the problem, has given 1y up, Mrs.
b OMiTls sengled the fale of the Patriavéds and Assemblies loyg ago
ABLOF was nore loyal, fn 2 oway, to the dpstoms of the pust, anil then
% ooy the acknowledgsd lender of New York soclety for rears. She
aly onhe virval the Iate Mrs Avgust Belmout, the miother of the Bel

" fagday. 1 do not know what Mes. Beligout would think of the pres-
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conditlon of New Yark soclety, She wag a refined, gentle womun,

tepe of the grande dame, I know she would shrink from the h
harly of 1000, Mrs. Astor bas tried In valn to siond If, but It bas been too
el for her. and Mes, John Jacob Astor i3 absolutely indifferent.

-

HE first signal of the formation of the new sel is the serles of dinner
diinees which wil commence shortly after January. These dances will
be given by Mrs, Ogden Mills; Mrs, Frederick Gallatin, Mrs. Levl I

Morton, Mre, Gerey and Mres, Btarr Miller, The leaders of this cnlled
tlie Execlusives of Execlusives, have been busy weeding ont any one objpe-
tlonable to them. It & more or lexs a family alfaie. Alrs. Stare Miller wis

2 Gl la
nid n first

a Miss Wnrren, and s n slster of Mre. Tobert Goelel. Mra. ¥ri
tly was o Miss Gerry, and Mrs, Ogden Milis n Mlss Livingston
couslny of Mrs. Gerry. In ofiler to form thls combloation the Gerrys and the
Galluting, who bave been at odds for gome years, bhave evident]y made it up
Mre. John Jocoh Astor woulll bave been of the number but for her trip
ahroad, aod Mrs. Cornellus Vanderbilt, Jr., I8 In mourning. Thig ser owes
itz orlgin really to the efforts somie yeurs ago of Mye Perry Beltjont, wiied)
she was Mrs. Henry Bloane, and when her termd of munrning s eompleted
she will doubtless be Included in the list of hostesses. Mrs, Bluyvesit

Fish's name does pot appear, as practleally she belongs to anather sel.
- L] -

RS, OLIVER H, T, BELMONT !5 the leader of another exclusive «el
Mrs. Hermann Oelrichs takes her positlon in thig, and ehe lo followed
by Mrs. Stuyvesant Fish, Mrs. Burke-Hoche, Mrs Charles Chllds and

Mrs. Stickney. Some of these nnmes are a bit new to the general public

#s “'soclety lenders,' Mrs, Charles Childs was formerly Mrs, Fosdick, aud

she wig n Miss Clark, of Tarrytown. She is a handsome woman, with n

fund of good humor, and a genernl favorite, Her husband, Charlle Childs,

s & cousin of Hermand Oclriehs, and originally eame from Brooklyn. Mis.

Chllds and Mrs, Oolrlchs have been devoted to ench other, and together they

have drifted Into a specles of combined leadership. Mrs. Childs Iz o very

well rend woman and 4 good musiclan, and she thus appeals to Mre. Oliver

Belmont. Mrs. Stickney 1g a tall blonde; also handsome and very vivacious.

She is one of the best dressed women In New York. She was n Miss Foster,
Mr, Stlekney is 4 millfontlre several times over. He Is a member nf the
Unlon, Metropolltan and muny other clubs, The Stickueys entertain in
prineely style, and eyery Bummer and Acatumn have large partles on thelr

yueht and on thelr speclal car. 1 bellave Stlokney Is vonnected with the

Coal Trust, but I would hardly eall Mrs Stlekfiey’s glittering parure of

Sewels black diamonds, Mrs, George Crocker anil Mis, Jolin R, Drexel are

also members of this set.
r tifie poiat of view, but just at present Mrs Stoyvesant Fish 1 4 s50-

clal mugwump. She knows that the set of whiech Mrs. (Hiver Belinont

ls & leader Is very much Jolller and muoh more Interesting that the family
party of Gerrys and Gallotins, with a dash of Astor amd Wilison, Lile
Uncle Remus—and I do not want to be disrespectful, but 1 only mean it by
way of ag allegory—she is ‘“aying: low,” and no one seems to Know 1nto
which swim she will cast her lot. And now Tuxedo and Westchegter have
jolned hands, and Mre. Ollle Harriman and Mrs. Trenor Pork and Mrs
dyffern Taller and others have formed a very folly lUitle set of thelr own,
Into thls Mrs. George De Forest has made oceaslonal exeursions, although

ociety Leaders

L -
HE spectacle of & Fish on a fence s poselbly not correct from a sclen-

-

AISSVroLﬁT DIdGWAY

NEW YORK JOURNATL, SUNDAY

BER 24,

24

DECEM

Ballnrd, at Sherry's. Aumd the witk o few dancing class
and o musienle af Mrs, Iobert Hoe's on Mhursday, will
for the week. Weldnesday and Friday nlghts at
thie opera will be very fashlonable. The series of dinners whikh are given
by Mrs. IPlsh, Mye. Gerry atid Mpe. Drexel wiil continue, and Mrs. Town-
send Burden, who las not been seen much In soclety this Winter, will also
give a dinner.

Fdwln
weetings, n few tea
constltnie the pro LTy

- . .
As few peaple as possible stop In town; the lotels and restanrants are
deserfed, and even the operh saffers, and there are vacunt boxes in the
It s o convenlent nlght for mauny people fo sead
d you are apt to see strange faces, Phere wlll be
{he usual amount of Christmas dining to-morrow, and a4t several houses fre
old-£ashic Chyistinns celebratlons. At Mrs. Robert G. Remsen's new
heme on Wightieth street, near Fifth avenue, there will be n family gather-
Inz, fs well ng gt Mrs. Maturin Delpfield’s, Mrs: Parsotis’s, Mrs, RBlbridge T.
Gorry's and Mrs., Frederle Condert's.  Mrs, - Hermann Oelrichs will glve a

(* HRISTMAS in socloty otherwise ls celebfated after the English fashlon,

s
parterre upd grand tier,
haxes to their friends a

dinher In the afternden to o nomber of poor children, a charlty tn which
Master Oelviohs 18 personally lm(lr'y-sh-.-l.
night.

She will have a large dioner at
Mrs, Ollyer H., P. Belnon{ and oither promiment women will also
i, Mrs., Astor and Colinel and Mrs. John Jdeob Aster will have a
tmas Alnner for the family. Mres, Willihg s now visiting Mrs. Asior,
and will he one af the purty. Colonel and Mre, John Jueob Astor sali Tor
Europe shortly dafter New Year's,
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ME George Goulds' Christiins bas ‘bern n goTrgecus m-!g-hrntirm. 1t
bogan on the day of the gheatrlonts, and will 1ast untll Tuesday. Itls
the apotheosls which years of walting has pecomplished. Mrs. George

Gould his beon recelved Into the bosom af snclety, Mrs. Stuyveannt Fish

and Eishn Dyed, Jr., Bave celebrated the evept by gancing In the halle of

the grent pralace nt Lakewood, and In their teain tripped two hunl'lrm! of
tormer family differences. The Gould
and the lambs—otherwige in so-
pariners sat down to the
of the merry Yulatide,

the elect, lepespective of cllque or
hospitality levels all ranks, and the: llons
clety known ag the divorced—and thelp former life
hanguet slde by side and Indnlgad In the good cheer
Mrs. Gould renewsd her Bistrionle trlomphs in a dellelous Hittle play wiit-
for her by a lady of Knlekerbovker descent, and Emlly Hoffman re-
Spanish dance, given with much appladse at other houses op fhe
fighionable elrenit, ineluding “The Stratlers™ and Howard Constable’s studio.
It was one of the most magnlficent affairs ever glven In thls country, and It
nditure both the famons Bradiey Martin ball daod the now
historie Viarderbilt ball of a goarter of & century Rgo. Whether Mrs. Goeorge
Gould—a woman of culture anil demesfle tastes, as well ag fashlonable pro.
ollvitles, a rive comhbination these days—will care for the tawdey trlumph
of an entrhpep Into the soclal paradise, through the ghtes of which many
wnquiet spirits of perls have peered and vearned for entraunce fn valn, I8 o
question to be solved, Wlhen the Goulds gecomplish anythlng they do It
hritliantly. ‘Phe Castellanes gnve a magnificent fete in Paris, Helen Gould
is most munifieent In her charltles and on Christmas Day Mrs. Howard
Gonld, who has yet to be Included In the band of the socially elect, will

of Philadelphia.

ten
peated her

surpa gl In oxpe

her place of old was with Mra. Oelrichs, Willle Vanderbllt {3 very partial
to these people, who are banded just now, and who are more exclusive than
anybody else. The Vanderblits, when they emerge from thelr mourning,
will, with the exception possibly of Mrs. Harry Payne Whitney, go with this
set, as there will be a deep undercurrent of sympathy for the Cornellus
Vinderbilt, Jrs., with the Gerry-Gnllatin combination, and In the Oliver
Relmont coterle “np Vanderblits need apply.”” Mrg, Matnrin Delafield, Mo,
De Peyster, Mrs. Courtland Jay and numerous other Klnckerbockers have
formed themselves Into a fourth sef. There are so many daughters to
macry In this set that the barrlers are frequently let down so that young
men who can dance and young men who have Incomes ean enfer. The re-
silt Is & little astonishing In reading over the lists, and one wonders at the
odd people one will mest at the houses of those whe ought to be hy tradi-
tion and blood and ancestry the leaders of New : York soblety. Afn‘l then

there are little crowds connected with the varlous dancing classes, and then

finally a lot of the unsttached and unldentified, who perhiaps, froe from the
petty Jealonsies and family jars and feuds, are the happlest of all,
C Pn!m'lnlnmen’s on the ‘tapls. The first very large dance of note I
that te be given by Mrs. John H. Drexel on the Sth at Sherry's, This
I= some timesoff. There will be any number of children’s and college dnnces
thls coming week. The youngaters all have thelr sets and thelr clignes.
They 2o to one of several fashionable dancing schools meeting usually at
Sherry's or at one of the small halls and preslded over hy Miss Itobinson,
Miss Preston and other well-known yonng women. The chlldren's privale
dances take place in the afternoon generaily, and cards ave ont for a series.
The young women who will be out in a year or two have thelr dances at the
Metropolitan Club. There are as many as three geparale sets meeting there
ror this purpose. One g the old Knlckerbocker contingent, the other the
Brookses and Bryees and a third the Mllses wnd Sloanes,
L
O her resldence, No. 220 Madison avenne. This dinee I8 in honor of her
youngest dnughter, who made her debuf this Winter. All the young
women and men will be In semi-fapcey dress, with powdered hair, Ty will

- - L ]
HRISTMAS week [s never very gay In soclety. There are not many

.
N Tuesday evenlng Mrs, Anson Phelps Stokes gives a bal poudre ai

uot be n very lnrge dance, and the set represeited will be composed prin.

cipally of the Lenox contingent. Miks Bryoe and Misgs Gurnee, who receiyed
wirth Mles Stokes at her eoming-out, will be among the debutantes,

- . -

A IS3JFACHIRI wlil glve a dnnge the same evening. At this one will

I meet many of the Iralians and the Frepeh colony, 1t will also be a

stunll dance. On the 27th Mys: Barard Dominick will give a large

danee for her youngest donghter, The Misses DominleR are usnally hand-

some girls, and are orembers of the Junlor Cotlllon and the Cendrillons and

the Friday Evening Danpcing (lass. There will be au assemblage of the

daye, the De Peysters, Clurkes, Delafields, Rehleffeling and others who are

I this ser, with a Jtile sprinkling of Dodge and Stokes,

N Wednesday also there wlll Le the mestlng of two danelng clnsses,
( Mra, Quackenbush's nnd Mre, Atemas Holmes—the latter a Junlor

assemitige—and it will be at therresldence of Mrs. Holines, on Mad-
lson avenun.

eelebrate the festlval of peace and good will by the distribution of toys and
goodles to many poor children au(.! fmlnllie,:.

HE Vanderbilts will have four Christmas dinners—at least there will
T be four branches of the famlly at different plnces. Mrs. Cornellus
Vanderbllt will gather her famlly around her very quietiy at the great
Fifth avenue mansion. - 1t will be a sad Christmnas dinner this year. My,
and Mrs. William D, Slosna will have a family gathering at the old Van-
derbilt mansion, There will he present the two married daughters, Mra.
J. A. Burden, Jr., and Mrs, Hammond, and Miss Lila Sloane and Mlss Jessle
Sloane, the young daughter of Mr, Henry Sloane. George Vanderbilt Is glv-
Ing a big hotge partr at Blitmeore. 1t will be entirely a family affalr, ag he
15 In deep mourning for his brother. In the grent ballroom there will be a
Chirlstmns tree for all the people on the place, and It 1s whispered that
willle Vinderiilt, disguised In beard and Winter ralment, will lmpersonate
Santa Claus. Mr, and Mrs, H. McK, Twombly, the Misses Twonibly, Mrs,
Killott Shepard, Mr. and Mrs. Ernesto Fabbrl and Mr, and Mrg, Brown, of
Newport, will be In the party. The Frederick Vanderbilta and the Posta
will have thelr Christmas at the Vanderblit place near Hyde Park, on

Hudson.
O Albert Btevens's country place at Westbury; a qulet reunfon of the

Havemeyers at thelr home In this clty, where for many years there
was wont to be a eelebrated Christmas celebratlon, and dinners at Mrs,

Bayard Cutting's, Mre, Townsend Burden's and Mr, Adrlan Tselln’s,
. L .

Tl-[l-; dlnners given by Mrs. Astor will continue throngh the Winter, every

'HER Chrilstmas partles wonld loelude the famlly gathering at the

fartnight. ‘Uhe ‘one this last week was very lurge, and the decoratlons

were the usual Ameriean Beanty roses, and the gllt service was bhrought
ont. The Astor dinners sare delightful Inh polnt of menu. The guests wers
eliosen from the Inner cirele, although Mrs, As=tor has tact enoigh not to
follow Jthe rules too rigldly. She las her preferences, And had given her
support to many new people whom she conshders Interestlug, and partico-
larly those who epjoy n positlon abroad. And thls Is the seeret of her ex-

treme graclousness to Mrs, !"uttf;l' P::Imv-s‘
B Is rather startling to see people out In soclety who hinve but recently
auffered family beresvements. The fashlon for the mourners 1s to go
to the opera matinees, and Mrs. Rohert (Goelet and others have retalned their
boxes for these performances. Mrs:. Starr Miller rither surprised soclety by
ber return Lo i in 2o short m tlme after the death of her slster, Mrs: Alden,
and, ns plready stated. the Vanderbilts will not be in the very deepest mourn-
ing this Winter. This, of course, only applles to: the nephews and nleces.
Mra. Sloane, Mrs. Webh, Mrs., Twombly and Mrs. Shepard will, of course,
fe In the deepest of mourning, tx aléo will natarally the Cornelins Vander-
Bilts and Mra, Hapry Pryne Whitney, Thos It wlll be scen that the prestige

of New York soclety will not e dimmed by the visits of the Grim Conqueror.
- - -

"I"'HE first week of the opera hes been brilllant and not urillipnt. The

AKED funeral ments seem to he somewhat In vogue just now, nnd It

gowng in the parterre have been o bit sombre In colsr, and not the
esntive contents of jewslry boxes could save them from maoking the
oritire conp dolel of the house as attranotive as In former yeavs. Chauncey
Depew, who seems to be la Washington ove day, and bere anotler. was oue

XCLUSIVE SE1S.

of the mosp Indofatlgable visitors, fs wore plso Richard Wilson, Jolhn Jacob
Asztor, Bayard Cottlig, Jimoie Gersrd and Freddie Baldwin, Two debin-
tantes w mast fiotleenble—Mlgs Crocker, of Callfornia, whoe was with Mrs,
Ogden Mills and Mra, Whiteluw Reld, and Mlss Eleanop Thomnas, who wos
chitperoned by Mre, Hermanh Oeleiels. Muel ado was made over Mrs Oel-
heliz's Nness op Wednesday, She felt a ltrle falnt, and left the dpera box
eurly In the evenlng, AMrd, Childs and Mrg, Stickiiey, who were with her,
returned and reported that she was pot sertously affecled. On Friday even-
tng Mrs John H. Drexel was most bellllant with amaiy jewels, Lady Cole-
broak, who was In the Whitney box at all performinces, was one of tlie
miout beautifu! women In the house, SHhe has adoptod o peculine posturs of
lounge, lenning hack half way Intd the other box. It was very pieturesque
and fascinnting, but It was amusing after the first evening to watth othep
women try to dmltnte 1, Mps, George Ovacket’s pusicale on Tuesday wus
aldo n very clarming event, The musie was excellent, snd the honse abso-
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The dance for Miss Harriet Wright at Sherry's was a pretty
affatr, und the gnests were nearly sll chosen from the Friday Byvenlog Dune-
Ing Class, ‘'Phe Count Mercatl and Miss Wright will be. married at Cnunes

this Bpring.
I be the ocension of mueh regret to the many friends of that frank aod
good-benvted lady. Mrs. Nellson Is certalily pleturesque. She hns
now to consider the eduention of her danghter, Kathleen, who In. two yesrs
will make her debut In New York soclety. This young girl 1s semewhaf
more a Neilgon than a Gebhard, She does not rrginlse to be the grent statu:
esque beauty Into which Mrs, Arthur Komu hid developed, but, ot the less
handsome, she ls of a more delicnte type. M-
carrent ramors of her engagement to Mro Loy Bldeldge of to any ohe elsi.
About the snine tTme Mps. Adalph Lade Yarg will depart, so that with Mrs
George Law already over on the other slde the transatiantics will bave
beward of an lnvasion of extremely attractive widows.
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HE departure of Mrs. Fredepie Nellson from New York in January will

*ellson stiil denles the many |



